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Welcome to Boston. Thank you for taking the time for this 
hearing today. I am Jeffrey Seyler, CEO of the American Lung 
Association of the Northeast. My comments today are on behalf 
of the national American Lung Association, and we will provide 
our complete comments in writing later. 

 
The American Lung Association celebrates our 110th anniversary 
this year. For half of our history we have fought for healthy air. 
Healthy air is central to our mission, which is to save lives by 
improving lung health and preventing lung disease.  We know 
that polluted air can shorten lives, and worsen lung diseases 
like asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and can 
even cause lung cancer. That’s why the American Lung 
Association supports EPA’s proposed updates to the air 
emissions requirements for new residential wood heaters, but 
urges strengthening improvements to them.   

 
The updated standards are long overdue.  As you know, EPA 
last set standards for wood-burning devices in 1988. Under the 
Clean Air Act, EPA should have updated the standards many 
times by now.  In the past 25 years, the technology of wood-
burning devices has changed, but even more importantly, our 
understanding of the harm from the emissions from those 
devices has grown.  So we are pleased that EPA has finally 
proposed new standards. 
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In 1988, we were 7 years away from the first of the landmark studies that 
demonstrated that particles like those that make up wood smoke can be deadly.  
Burning wood produces emissions that are now widely recognized as harmful to human 
health. Emissions from wood smoke include particulate matter, carbon monoxide, 
nitrogen oxides, volatile organic compounds, hazardous air pollutants and carcinogens.  
Many of these emissions can occur in both indoor and outdoor environments. Wood 
smoke is also a significant source of many of these pollutants, especially primary 
particulate matter.   
 
The EPA recognized wood smoke as a major source of particulate matter emissions in 
the 2009 Integrated Science Assessment for Particulate Matter (PM ISA). 1  Wood 
smoke directly produces fine particulate matter, and contributes to local unhealthy air 
days, such as we are seeing in Salt Lake City, Utah now. Because of their size, wood 
smoke particles can be transported hundreds of miles from the source. 2 
 
The EPA concluded in the PM ISA that fine particulate matter causes premature death 
and cardiovascular disease and likely causes respiratory harm.  The EPA recognized 
studies that specifically linked wood smoke with an increased risk of cardiovascular 
mortality, as well as increased emergency department visits from respiratory diseases 
and cardiovascular disease.3 
 
Unfortunately, particulate matter is just one of the harmful air pollutants emitted in the 
smoke from burning wood. These long out-of-date standards mean that homeowners 
install thousands of new wood-burning boilers, furnaces and stoves each year that 
produce far more dangerous air pollution than modern, state of the art, cleaner units 
would. 
 
Given the demonstrated harm, the Lung Association urges EPA to reduce the phase-in 
time for the stronger requirements. Five years is two years longer than other industries 
have had to meet public health-protective standards. The technology to meet stronger 
standards has been widely in use in Europe for years. 4 Each year EPA allows the 
industry to delay implementing the stronger standards is another year that more people 
will purchase and install devices that will emit too much pollution for decades to come.   
 
The Lung Association also urges the EPA to include emission limits on fireplaces in the 
final standards.  The proposed standards apply to all residential wood-burning devices 
except new indoor fireplaces, a significant omission. Fireplaces are installed in new and 
remodeled homes throughout the nation. Once installed, they will emit unlimited 
pollutants in every location for the lifetime of the house, which can be for generations in 
the future.   
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The EPA should also consider the impact on indoor air quality in the decision on 
fireplaces. The Yale Childhood Asthma Study of indoor air quality in homes in 
Connecticut and Virginia found that homes with fireplaces had average nitrogen oxides 
concentrations that were higher than are considered safe. Each hour of fireplace use 
increased cough and sore throat in these nonsmoking mothers.5   
 
Such pollution can harm anyone, even healthy adults, but for many, pollution can 
threaten their lives and leave them with long-term consequences.  Children and teens; 
older adults; people who have chronic lung diseases, such as asthma; those who have 
cardiovascular disease and diabetes; and those with low incomes—all are more 
vulnerable. We need every step we can take to provide cleaner, healthier air for all of 
them. 
 
The American Lung Association calls on the EPA to move swiftly to adopt rigorous, 
health-protective standards for all classes of residential wood heaters using the best 
emission reduction systems.  Until that happens, these devices will continue to be built 
and installed, compounding the outdoor problem and causing people to mistakenly 
bring harmful sources of pollution directly into their homes.  That reality will make it 
ever harder to protect the health of the public.  
 
Now is the time for the EPA to act.  Thank you. 
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