
Public Health Organizations Support Active Transportation in Surface Transportation 
Reauthorization 

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito, Chair 
The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse, Ranking Member 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Sam Graves, Chair 
The Honorable Rick Larsen, Ranking Member 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

May 18, 2026 

Dear Chair Moore Capito, Ranking Member Whitehouse, Chair Graves, and Ranking 
Member Larsen: 

The undersigned public health organizations urge Congress to prioritize active 
transportation— walking, bicycling, and rolling—in the upcoming surface 
transportation reauthorization. Strong federal investment in active transportation is 
essential to improving public health, mitigating congestion, improving air quality, and 
reducing injuries and deaths on our nation’s roads. 

Transportation policy is public health policy. Communities with safe and connected 
walking and bicycling infrastructure experience increased physical activity, improved 
mental health, lower rates of chronic disease, cleaner air, and reduced healthcare costs. 
Active transportation also provides aƯordable, reliable mobility options for millions of 
Americans, including children, older adults, people with disabilities, and those who cannot 
or choose not to drive. This enables people to access essential services such as food, jobs, 
schools, and healthcare, while also making it easier for individuals to age in place within 
their homes and communities. 

Investments in active transportation are critical to addressing the gaps in the American 
transportation system. Many low-income communities, communities of color, and rural 
areas face unsafe streets and limited transportation choices, contributing to worse health 
outcomes and higher traƯic fatality rates.  For example, 2022 marked the deadliest year on 
record for pedestrians in 40 years, with over 7,500 people killed in motor vehicle crashes, 
reflecting longstanding safety gaps in roadway design and infrastructure. 



As Congress develops the next surface transportation authorization, we respectfully urge 
you to: 

 Protect and expand dedicated funding for walking, bicycling and rolling 
infrastructure. 

 Prioritize safety for vulnerable road users through Complete Streets, Safe Routes 
to School and other proven design strategies and safety measures. 

 Center community need in program design and project selection; and make it 
easier for local communities to access the necessary funds for those projects. 

 Ensure accountability by measuring health, safety, and access outcomes. 

A transportation system that supports active transportation is fundamental to a healthier, 
safer, and more resilient nation. We stand ready to work with you to ensure the next surface 
transportation reauthorization reflects the health and mobility needs of all people. 

Sincerely, 

Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments 

American Academy of Pediatrics 

American Diabetes Association 

American Heart Association 

American Lung Association 

American Public Health Association 

American Society for Nutrition 

Arizona Health Professionals for Climate Action 

Clinicians for Climate Action New Jersey 

The Community Grocer 

Connecticut Health Professionals for Climate Action (CHPCA) 

East Coast Greenway Alliance 

Healthy Aging Coalition 

Idaho Clinicians for Climate and Health 

International Society for Environmental Epidemiology-North America Chapter 



Medical Students for a Sustainable Future (MS4SF) 

Michigan Clinicians for Climate Action 

National Association of Nutrition and Aging Services Programs (NANASP) 

National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners 

National Athletic Trainers' Association 

National League for Nursing 

National Medical Association 

New York Clinicians for Climate Action  

Prevent Blindness  

Puerto Rico Clinicians for Climate Action 

South Asian Public Health Association (SAPHA)  

Trust for America's Health 

Vermont Climate and Health Alliance 

YMCA of the USA 

 

CC:  House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee  

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 


